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Dear, 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received in the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland on 11th March 2022. 
 
I am writing to enquire how many break outs occurred from HMP Gartree in Leicestershire in the year 2021. 
I appreciate that an actual escape is classified as ‘unlawfully gaining liberty for 15 mins or more by 
breaching the secure perimeter of a closed prison, or if during prison staff escort, overcome the control of 
escorting staff and leave the escort, the van or the building (hospital etc.). Those who escape for less than 
15 minutes and commit an offence are also recorded as an escape.’ 
 
My question specifically relates to local reports of a prisoner being at liberty from the prison estate of HMP 
Gartree during 2021. Heavy Police activity was observed in the area. It may well be that an inmate 
absconded for less than 15 mins and did not commit any other offence so would not appear in the usual 
published figures.  
 
Please note that the information you have requested is not held by the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. 
 
The Ministry of Justice may hold this information -Ministry of Justice - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
The ministry of Justice also publishes the following data on its website: 
 Escapes from prison establishments and HMPPS escort - Justice data 
 
Leicestershire Police may hold information regarding the activities you mention in your Freedom of 
Information request. The link to Leicestershire Police Freedom of Information requests is: 
What is the Freedom of Information Act? | Leicestershire Police (leics.police.uk) 
 

The Police and Crime Commissioners Office provides you the right to ask for a re-examination of your 
request under its review procedure. Letters should be addressed to Data Protection Officer at the above 
address or emailed to police.commissioner@leics.police.uk.  If you decide to request such a review and 
having followed the Police and Crime Commissioner’s full process you are still dissatisfied, then you have 
the right to direct your comments to the Information Commissioner who will give it consideration. 

 

https://data.justice.gov.uk/prisons/public-protection/escapes?msclkid=7142d3bdb0ee11ec9e9f63194c284a83
https://www.leics.police.uk/foi-ai/af/accessing-information/what-is-the-freedom-of-information-act/?msclkid=d494696db0ef11ec89357fbc38af8c0a
mailto:police.commissioner@leics.police.uk
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Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
    The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner  
 

In complying with our statutory duty under sections 1 and 11 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to 
release the enclosed information will not breach the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. However, 
the rights of the copyright owner of the enclosed information will continue to be protected by law.  
 
Applications for the copyright owner’s written permission to reproduce any part of the attached information 
should be addressed to The Office of the PCC, Leicestershire Police Headquarters, St. Johns, Enderby, 
Leicester LE19 2BX. 
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